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Indian Institute of Soil and Water
Conservation ([[SWC), Dehradun,
successfully inauvgurated its Divone
Filot Training Centre  and
Information and Sale Counter.
tadas,, at the ISWC Research Farmm
in Selaonui.

Dir Suresh Humar Chaudhari,
Deputy Director General (MREMI,
1ICAR, Mew Delhi, inaugurated a
series of Facilities and infrastractares
including drone pilot traiming
centre, traiming hostel, sale-cum-
information counter of [ESWC at
Selaqui ressarch farm.,

In his inawgural address, Dr
critical role of drones in
revolutionising agriculiure,
fostering employment
opportunities., and promoting
environmental conservation. He
informed the gathering that use of
drones mayw solve problems of
undulating terrain, manpower

and effective resource use,
though it may not be a solace for
all the problems of agriculture. Dr
Suresh Kumar expressed his

————

Suresh Humar highlighted the |

dirare taining centres in a few other
AR institutes.

D Mahendra Kumar Verma,
Director, ICAR-CITH, Srinagar
LIEH]), a Guest of Honowr, spoke
about the unigueness of drone
raining at TTAR-TESWWC that would
cater 1o the nead of the raining to
peopde of Hirmalavan states. He
appreciated the inauguration of
sale.cum-information centre, which
would provide products and
imformation that are available with
other [CAR Institutes including
CITH. Dr Lakshimi Kant, Director,
ICAR-VFPRAS, Almora, shared his
and his Insticute's experience im hill
agriculiure.

v M Madhu, DMrector,
welcoming the dignitaries and
participants, informeed them that the
drone training cenire im
collaboration with Dronier
Avriation, Mew Delhi, is meant for
agriculture uses, SUrvews, SpPravs
ard managemment of area, He stated
that this is the first of its kind in all
the ICAR institutes,

RS Singh, CEQ, Dronier
Asriation, stabed that this is the Sed

interest in establishing this sort of

training centre bemg cwgamsed e
his firmm in collaboration with
institnions or universities. He spolee
an the mportance of dromse pilot
training as wilhwout this Bradrdrg arsd
licensing mo one is allowsed o By
dromes in the country. He sharedd
that the drone raining centre at
NSWHWC was highly ated by
the team of Director Germerad of sl
Aviation (DHECA). while assessing
for issue of approval as it has all

rrreaunt for the training.

Dy PR Ojasvi summed up the

programme with a formal vote of
thanks. Eadier, Dy M Sankar, O
Research Farm welcomed the
participants and condwcted a field
wisit and demaonstration.

The training centre will
address safety, risk management,
compliance with regulatory
standards, enhancing skills, repair
and maintenance and assistanoes in
emplovrment for the trained pilots_
With an increasing demand for
drone pilots across agriculture,
imfrastructure, and disaster
managerment sectors, this initiative
will create mew job aopportunities,
particularly for youth in rural

Drone Pilot Training Centre & Sale

cormmunities.

The Drone Pilot Training
Centre will equip individuals with
the skilks o operate these advanced
technologies, creating a new
generation of skilled drone pilots,
crucial for rmodern agricultuare. This
zhift 1o technolodgy-driven farrming
wiill boost sricultural productivibgr
arvd empousser farmmers with efficient
towols for resource managerrvent.
Dvomnes reduce water and pesticide
usage through targeted spraving,
which in turn supports sustainable
agricultural practices b rrdnbmizing
enwirenmental harm.,

The newly inaugurated
Information and Sale Coumter
under OME-ICAR initiatives has
already received pasitive feedback
from fammers and stakehoclders, The
Information Centre will serve as a
knowledoe hub, offering expert
aduice and updates on modernm
agricultural technigues, thus
fostering a caollabaorative kearming
ermdronment for fammers.

Deepa Tomar, a progressive
farmeer, spolke on organic farming
and the benefits she wéaped. The
programme was attended by 350

Counter lnaugurated at ICAR-IISWC

pogg ]
]:aarhmpaa'l.ls Jncludlng 50 farmers,
20 entrepreneurs, skate
gowernment officials from line
departments, MNABARD, KWK,
Diiearani, bocal academia, staff ared
scientists of [I5WC, regular frainees
af the Institute, BTech students,
ather ICAR Institutes, retired
sciertists ard staff of DSWC,

The programime marked the
inauguration of an Information
airnd Sale Counter, where farrmers
and stakeholders can hawve
access to prime farm inputs like
seeds. modern tools and
equipment. Besides this,
demonstrations of agricultural
drones., showcasing their
practical applications in field
conditions were exhibited.
During the event, 2 research
publications were also released
and scientists and staff were
felicitated for their contribution to
the traiming centre and R&D
activities at the Instibate. Women
farmers performed a falk dance fo
mark the inauguration. Farmers
were given improved seeds and
farming kits under the SCSP
scheme of the Institute.
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